Church Communications & Technology

Church Newsletters – Content

Newsletter = News + Letter

Does your newsletter actually have any news stories? Exactly what is your newsletter’s purpose? Keep that in mind when deciding what to include in an issue.

Timeliness is next to Godliness

When does your newsletter actually reach various people?  Don’t include items in the newsletter that will be in the past by the time some people get it. Avoid using too much “perishable” news items.  Also avoid phrases such as , “This Sunday, …” – people may get the newsletter after that day.  Carefully consider content as it pertains to timeliness and perishability.

Scrub religious jargon

So what’s a Narthex?  What’s a Chancel? Could every member of your congregation define these?  If not, don’t use the terms. Use descriptive words instead.

Content considerations

· Is your newsletter content what you’d call high quality?

· Does your church newsletter routinely contain any spiritual message? A Pastor’s column could be effectively used as a mini-editorial.

· Do you seek and use humor or anecdotes in telling your church’s stories?

· Does your newsletter “plug” upcoming special offerings and explain why they’re important?

· Does the newsletter pose spiritual questions that are related to upcoming Lectionary readings? This could be a great way to get congregational involvement in a sermon – in advance!

· Are most of your newsletter stories people-stories?

· Does your newsletter keep members and visitors informed about the results of your church’s mission efforts?

· Does your newsletter include “meet Joe” type personality features?

· Do you actively seek out stories by contacting people who attended an event?

· Does your church have a plan for photographing events?

· Do you feature stories about new members? New leaders? New staff?

· Do you provide pictorial directory supplements?  With a digital camera, this is pretty easy and can be a newsletter supplemental page occasionally.

· Does anyone plan out story possibilities in advance, based on the church calendar?

· Have you developed “stringers” – people throughout the church who can “feed” you story information? Identify one per Sunday School class and special group (e.g. a Seniors’ group).

